
 

        EHS: CP Literature & Composition 100 - Block 2 
  Teacher: Ms. Hirsch  

    Classroom: C212 
  

Email: mhirsch@esdk12.org                  Planning: Blocks 1 and 6  

                              Class website: Staff directory on EHS webpage  

I am excited and honored to welcome you to Hirschwood. What is Hirschwood? Hirschwood is a 
place that I have created to make students feel safe to take educational risks and are valued… a 
place where every student can go, “To infinity and beyond!” It is also a place where students will 
be challenged to engage and to immerse themselves in discovering and analyzing literature and 
expressing themselves through writing and reasoning. The year-long   theme that we have selected 
is  The Hero’s Journey & Archetypes  within literature. In addition,  every concept will be 
analyzed through the lens of how an author’s perspective and purpose influences their 
creative choices.   We will make connections that are relevant to you as a citizen of Hirschwood, 
EHS, Elizabeth, Colorado, USA, and the World. Finally, Hirschwood is a place where you will 
learn in a fun, fair, firm and consistent environment.  I look forward to facilitating your learning 
and to further getting to know you this year. 
 
Material� Student� Nee� for th� Cours� 

● 1-3-ring binder (1.5 or 2  inches) specifically for LA - ONLY* 
● 8 dividers: labeled: Notes, Vocabulary, Fallacy Handbook, 

Literature, Lit Terms, Writing, Grammar, and Class Misc. 
● A pocket folder that you can put in your 3-ring binder 
● College-ruled loose-leaf notebook paper  
● Pens and pencils 
● Highlighters  (at least 4 colors) and  Sharpies  
● Sticky Notes (any color/size)  
● Art supply bag: glue sticks, scissors, colored pencils, etc. 

 
*This binder will be a KEY element to this course. Please make sure your binder is dedicated to 
this class ONLY and not shared with any other subjects. 
 

   BE RESPECTFUL an� Fu� an� Focu� … thi� i� basicall� m� onl� Rul�, RULE!  
  

1. No one has the right to disrupt the learning or teaching process/ 
environment.  Examples: Blurting out, getting up without permission, texting, 
swearing, complaining, or arguing. (Limited List). 
2. Respect of teacher, each other, and self is expected at all times. 

 



 

GRADES: 

1.  Letter grades are earned by the student based upon the following percentage points:  
     100-89.5% = A, 89.4-79.5% = B, 79.4-69.5% = C, 69.4-59.5% = D, > 59.5% = F .  
2.  All regular graded materials and participation are worth a certain point value which will then 
accumulate toward 80% of  the student’s total grade. Individual grades and 
types of assignments are not weighted except semester finals and the 
aforementioned accumulation toward the 80%.  
3.  Be aware the point value increases with the value and time spent on the 
assignment. For example, a vocabulary assignment might be worth 20 points 
where a huge project might be worth 200 points.  
4.  The student’s grade will be determined from 4 categories:  WORK HABIT : ( journaling, 
speeches, & discussion,  positive participation, & work ethic in class),  FORMATIVE 
ASSESSMENT  (homework, quizzes, short writing, & longer in-class  assignments), and 
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENTS  (major tests, essays, & projects), and  FINAL EXAMS .  
5.  Final exams are worth 20% of the student’s overall semester grade. 
6.  There may be some extra credit opportunities of varying value throughout the year that  
     students may do to help boost their grades. Don’t count on it; just do your work!  
7.   Make sure to check Infinite Campus regularly for progress and updates. Please contact me if  
     you have concerns about your grade.  
 
CLASSROOM PROCEDURES - STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES an� EXPECTATIONS: 
Students will adhere to all EHS policies and the school handbook at all times to include, but not 
be limited to the following: 
 
1. Attendanc�  – Students must attend class to receive the greatest benefit from instruction and 

class interaction.  Be in class regularly and on time : See attendance and 
tardy policies in your Student Handbook. Excessive absences and tardiness 
have consequences. It is the student’s responsibility to contact me outside of 
normal class time to receive and complete missed assignments. Daily agendas 
and documents from each class will be posted on my website which can be 
found at the top of this syllabus.  
 

2. Participatio�   – Each student is responsible for participating in class discussions, group 
projects, and completing in-class work.  Participation will look different for each activity and 
assignment, but all expectations will be clearly stated at the beginning and during each 
activity/assignment, so students will always know what is expected of them.  In order to 
fulfill this responsibility, it is necessary to be in class with all required materials including 
pencil, paper/pen, and any texts we may be using. No resting of head or sleeping at any time! 



 

 
3. Assignment�   – Students are responsible for coming to class  prepared  with all assigned work 

completed and handed in on the due date that has been established in order to receive full 
credit. Long-term project due dates remain fixed, so be responsible. Plan ahead! All 
assignments will be due at the beginning of class unless it has been predetermined that there 
will be some in-class work time.  
 

4. Lat� Wor�  - An assignment will be accepted late by the end of the day or the next 
calendar day  for 75% of full credit. An assignment will be accepted late the next class 
period for 50% of full credit.  Late assignments will  not  be accepted past the next class 
period. I encourage students to turn in their assignment late for 75% or 50% possible credit 
because missing assignments put a zero in the gradebook and can really bring down a 
student’s grade.  A student should take the necessary precautions to make sure he/she has 
his/her assignments ready to hand in regardless of technological disasters and unforeseen 
circumstances including his/her printer breaking, no internet access at home, etc. All 
assignments will be  due at the beginning of class  on the date indicated unless you are told 
otherwise. Keep in mind that the library has a printer if you don’t have one at home or it is 
not working. 
 

5. Mak�-up Wor� :  For make-up work, generally, students have two days for each  excused 
absence  to make up missed work. For unplanned absences (such as family or medical 
emergencies), it is your job to check the class website/email me about what you missed and 
to come and talk to me upon your return to school.  You are responsible  to pick up 
assignments and handouts as soon as possible. Students excused for school-sponsored 
activities and/or pre-arranged absences should hand in completed work before the absence or 
have discussed an alternative completion plan with me  before  missing class. Long-term 
project due dates remain fixed, so be responsible. Plan ahead! For  unexcused absences  (such 
as ditching), you will not be given the opportunity to make up any work you missed.  
 

6. Foo�, Drin�, an� Gu�  -  Food and drink are allowed in class at the appropriate times, but water 
is permissible at all times. The appropriate time is NOT while the teacher is talking, 
instructing, or testing. If this becomes an issue, eating and drinking will be restricted to the 
cafetorium and main entrance lobby.  Gum is not allowed. 

 
7. Bathroo� Etiquett�:  Students will be allowed bathroom breaks as long as they use them 

sparingly and are not out of the classroom for an excessive amount of time. Students should 
wait for natural breaks in instruction to take their bathroom breaks so they do not miss 
important information. Students must make the teacher aware that they are leaving the room 
and  MUST SIGN OUT  on the sign out sheet and take the red hall pass when leaving the 



 

classroom.  You cannot just get up and leave.  Students who abuse their bathroom breaks 
will no longer be allowed to leave the classroom and will need to take their breaks during 
passing periods and cardinal time. 

 
8. Electroni� Devic� Etiquett�   – Students will always show respect to their teacher, peers, and any 

guests present in the classroom by only using electronic devices (cell phones, computers, 
Chromebooks, tablets, iPods, etc.) when instructed to do so. If I see your phone and you have 
not been given permission to use it, I will take it. I will only confiscate said item until the end 

of class unless your device usage becomes a recurring problem or you refuse 
to give it to me, in which case your device will be confiscated and sent to the 
office to be retrieved at the end of the day. Sometimes I will allow students to 
listen to music while they read or work. The only way this privilege will 
remain is if when I ask for electronics to be kept away, that request is 
respected. If I am allowing you to use your phone as a music playing device, I 
will expect you to choose a playlist and then set the phone aside for the 
duration of the work time. If you are spending more time choosing music (or 

using your phone for something other than music, your phone will be confiscated and you 
will lose future music listening privileges.  Furthermore, no social media is allowed at 
anytime - no texting, no picture taking, no Snapchat, no Facebook, no Instagram, no 
Twitter -etc. 
  

9. Plagiaris� & Cheatin� :  See Academic Honesty Policy attached - you must sign and return. 
 
Looking forward… 
As you can see, there is a lot here and I do not expect you to remember everything all of the time. 
It is okay to make mistakes, I only expect that you will take responsibility for your actions and 
do what you can to always be making improvements.  Always remember, I am here for  you.   If 
you ever have a question, need clarification, or just need someone to talk to whether it be 
school-related or not, know that I am here to help you.  If something is not working for you, let 
me know.  I am understanding and will make accommodations when needed.  Teaching is not 
just a learning process for you, but it is a chance for me to learn as well.  I hope that we can all 
learn together in this classroom by helping one another.  I cannot wait to get to know all of you! 
Go Cardinals! ☺ 
 
 
Please return this acknowledgement sheet to Hirsch by ________ 
Save the rest of the syllabus for your reference.  
 
 



 

PARENT/ Guardian and  STUDENT SIGNATURES: 
 
Please return to Ms. Hirsch by _______________________________ 
 
*Please Note: No student grades will be entered in the gradebook until the signed syllabus and 
honesty policy have been turned into Ms. Hirsch. 
 
I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for LC 100 and have shared 
them with my parents.  
 
 
Student Name (printed):_______________________________________________ 

Student Signature:____________________________________________________ 

 

Parents/Guardians:  I have read and understand the guidelines and procedures for LC 100 

and have shared them with my student.  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:___________________________________________ 

Date:____________ 

 
Movie and video clips :  I am a big fan of visual learning and how it reflects the art of story 
and communication that we see in writing.  Visual examples of movies and clips help 
supplement and support the learning experience in Hirschwood. I will be showing G and PG 
(13) movies/clips to support topics studied in class. Please sign this 1 time permission slip that 
states you are aware and give your approval for your student to watch movies/clips throughout 
the school year.  We may not be able to watch all of these films due to time constraints.  If 
you do not want your student to watch one or all of these films, please write down which ones 
you would like them to be excused from and they will be given an alternative assignment. If any 
of the movie choices change and/or more are added, you will be notified and given an 
opportunity to back your student out at that time.  
 
Possible Movies:  Star Wars IV  - Demonstrating “The Hero’s Journey”   
              Of Mice and Men  - Gary Sinise version  
  
 
 
Parent/Guardian 
Signature:____________________________________________________________ 


